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plots and means have of late been devised and laid, as well in
foreign parts beyond the seas as also within this realm, to the
great endangering of her Highness' most royal person, and to
the utter ruin of the whole common weal, if by God's merciful
providence  the   same  had  not  been   revealed:   therefore for
preventing of such great perils ... be it enacted, If at any time
after the end of this present session of Parliament, any open
invasion or rebellion shall be made into or within any of her
Majesty's dominions, or any act attempted tending to the hurt
of her Majesty's most royal person, by or for any person that
may pretend any title to the crown of this realm after her
Majesty's decease ; or if anything shall be compassed or imagined
tending to the hurt of her Majesty's royal person by any person
or with the privity of any person that may pretend title to the
crown of this realm; That then, by her Majesty's commission
under her Great Seal, the Lords and others of her  Highness'
Privy Council and such other Lords of Parliament to be named
by her Majesty as with the said Privy Council shall make up
the number of twenty-four at the least, having with them for
their assistance in that behalf such of the judges of the Courts
of Record at Westminster as her Highness shall for that purpose
assign ..., shall by virtue of this Act have authority to examine
all the   offences  aforesaid and   all circumstances thereof, and
thereupon to give sentence or judgment as upon good proof
the matter shall appear unto them : and that after such sentence
or judgment given and declaration thereof made and published
by her Majesty's Proclamation under the Great Seal of England,
all persons against whom such sentence or judgment shall be so
given and published shall be excluded and disabled for ever to
have or claim . . . the crown of this realm . . . : and that there-
upon all her Highness' subjects may lawfully ... by all forcible
and possible means pursue to death every such wicked person,
by whom  or  by whose  means,   assent  or privity any  such
invasion or rebellion shall be in form aforesaid denounced to
have been made, or such wicked act attempted, or other thing
compassed or imagined against her Majesty's person, and all
their aiders [&c.] :   and if any such detestable act  shall  be
executed against her Highness' most royal person, whereby her
Majesty's life shall be taken away (which God of his great